
BRITISH COLUMBIA TARGET SPORTS ASSOCIATION 

FAIR PLAY POLICY FOR COACHES 
 

The British Columbia Target Sports Association ( BCTSA ) subscribes fully to a policy of 
Fair Play within the sport of shooting. 

Fair Play is a philosophy of coaching which is grounded in the belief that sport is a noble 
pursuit, and it emphasizes participation by anyone who wishes to take part. 

There are a number of principles which underlay the philosophy of Fair Play which 
have as their aim, the development of true sportsmanship and competitive spirit. To 
accomplish this the following principles must be emphasized: 

 Respect the rules of the sport or game 

 Respect the officials and accept their decisions in a proper manner 

 Respect your opponents and their skills 

 Provide all participants with an equal opportunity to show their skills 

 Maintain your dignity under all circumstances 

These principles must apply in all circumstances, to everyone in the sport and 
in particular these apply to all coaches with the BCTSA. 

As a coach you must; 

 Emphasize the pursuit of excellence as a goal in itself 

 Behave the way you want your athletes and their parents to behave 

 Encourage athletes to respect the spirit of the sport 

 Encourage athletes to respect officials and other participants 

 Emphasize that participation and a goal of accomplishing a personal best are more 
important than winning or losing 

 Remember that all athletes are important in their own way and must be treated with 
respect and dignity. 

 Be sure that this sport is seen as just one component of life and help apply it’s 
principles and skills to other life experiences 

 Let your athletes choose the priority they will give to their performance and adjust 
your expectations and coaching program accordingly 
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